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A BILL1

To amend the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of2
1965, to reauthorize and make improvements to that Act, and3
for other purposes.4

5
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of6

Representatives of the United States of America in Congress7
assembled , That this Act may be cited as the "Educational8
Excellence for All Children Act of 1999."9
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"Sec. 11901. Findings and purpose.3
"Sec. 11902. Definitions.4
"Sec. 11903. Project development and implementation.5
"Sec. 11904. Uses of funds.6
"Sec. 11905. Continuing autho rity.7

8
"PART J — EVALUATION AND INDICATORS9

10
"Sec. 11911. Evaluations.11
"Sec. 11912. Performance measures.12

13
"PART K — SENSE OF THE CONGRESS14

15
"Sec. 11921. Sense of Congress to increase the total share of16

federal spending on education.17
"Sec. 11922. Sense of Co ngress; requirement regarding18

notice. ".19

AMERICA'S EDUCATION GOALS20

SEC. 3. (a )  FINDINGS.   The Congress finds that:21

(1)  America's Education Goals (formerly the22

National Education Goals) are very ambitious, and purposely23

designed to set high expectations for educational24

performance at every stage of an individual's life, from25

the preschool years through adulthood.26

(2)  With a focus by policymakers, educators, and27

the public on the Goals, the Nation will be able to raise28

its overall level of educational achievement.29

(3)  Since the 1990 adoption of the National30

Education Goals, some progress has been made toward31

achieving those Goals.  Areas in which the Nation has made32

progress toward these Goals during the last decade include :33
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(A)  On Goal #1, that all children will1

start school ready to learn, there has been an increase in2

the percentages of—3

(i)  preschool children whose parents4

read to them or tell them stories; and5

(ii)  2-year-old children who have been6

fully immunized against preventable childhood diseases.7

(B)  On Goal #3, that all students8

demonstrate competency over challenging subject matter, the9

percentage of fourth, eighth, and twelfth grade students10

who meet the Goals Panel’s performance standard in11

mathematics has increased.12

(C)  On Goal #5, that United States students13

become first in the world in mathematics and science14

achievement, the percentage of all college degrees awarded15

that are in mathematics and science has increased for all16

students.17

(D)  On Goal #7, that every school in the18

United States will be free of drugs, violence, and the19

unauthorized presence of firearms and alcohol, the20

percentage of students who report that they have been21

threatened or injured at school has decreased.22
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(4)  Areas in which the Nation has been1

unsuccessful in making progress toward these Goals during2

the last decade include:3

(A)  On Goal #4, that all teachers have4

access to programs for the continued improvement of their5

professional skills, the percentage of secondary school6

teachers who hold a degree in the subject that is their7

main teaching assignment has decreased.8

(B)  On Goal #6, that every adult will be9

literate and prepared to compete in the global economy and10

exercise the rights of citizenship—11

(i)  fewer adults with a high school12

diploma or less, and who need additional training, are13

participating in adult education than individuals who have14

a postsecondary education; and15

(ii)  the difference between the16

percentage of Black high school graduates who complete a17

college degree and the percentage of white high school18

graduates who complete a college degree has increased.19

(C)  On Goal #7, that every school in the20

United States will be free of drugs, violence, and the21

unauthorized presence of firearms and alcohol—22
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(i)  the percentage of students1

reporting that they have used an illicit drug, or that2

someone offered to sell or give them drugs, has increased;3

(ii)  the percentage of public school4

teachers who report that they were threatened or injured at5

school has increased; and6

(iii )  a higher percentage of secondary7

school teachers report that student disruptions in their8

classrooms interfere with their teaching.9

 (5)  Because States began the 1990s at various10

levels of achievement with respect to each of the Goals,11

the time and effort needed to reach the Goals will vary12

from State to State and from Goal to Goal.13

(6)  Individual States have made significant14

progress toward the Goals, and some States have made15

progress in multiple areas.  Areas in which States have16

made progress toward the Goals during the last decade17

include:18

(A)  With respect to Goal #1, that all19

children will start school ready to learn—20

(i)  35 States have reduced the21

percentage of infants born with one or more of four health22

risks;23
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(ii)  50 States have increased the1

percentage of mothers receiving early prenatal care; and2

(iii )  47 States have increased the3

percentage of children with disabilities participating in4

preschool.5

(B)  With respect to Goal #2, that at least6

90 percent of all students graduate from high school—7

(i)  10 States have increased the8

percentage of young adults who have a high school diploma;9

and10

(ii)  3 States have reduced the11

percentage of students in grades 9 through 12 who leave12

school without completing a recognized program of secondary13

education.14

(C)  With respect to Goal #3, that all15

students demonstrate competency over subject matter—16

(i)  27 States have increased the17

percentage of 8th-grade students who achieved to at least18

the 'proficient' standard on the 1996 National Assessment19

of Educational Progress (NAEP) in mathematics; and20

(ii)  50 States have increased the21

percentage of students that received a score on an Advanced22

Placement examination that permitted the students to earn23

college credits in the subject area tested.24
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(D)  With respect to Goal #4, that all1

teachers have access to programs for the continued2

improvement of their professional skills, 17 States have3

increased the percentage of public school teachers who4

received support from a master or mentor teacher during5

their first year of teaching.6

(E)  With respect to Goal #5, that United7

States students become first in the world in mathematics8

and science achievement—9

(i)  47 States have increased the10

percentage of all degrees that were awarded in mathematics11

and science;12

(ii)  33 States have increased the13

percentage of all degrees in mathematics and science that14

were awarded to minority students; and15

(iii )  42 States have increased the16

percentage of all degrees in mathematics and science that17

were awarded to female students.18

(F)  With respect to Goal #6, that every19

adult will be literate and prepared to compete in the20

global economy and exercise the rights of citizenship—21

(i)  39 States have increased the22

percentage of high school graduates who immediately enroll23

in an institution of higher education; and24
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(ii)  10 States have increased the1

percentage of their citizens who registered to vote.2

(G)  With respect to Goal #8, that every3

school will promote partnerships that increase parental4

involvement, 17 States have increased the influence of5

parent associations in setting public school policies.6

(7)  Areas in which States have been unsuccessful7

in making progress toward these Goals during the 1990s8

include:9

(A)  On Goal #1, that all children will10

start school ready to learn, the percentage of infants born11

at low birthweight has increased in 32 States.12

(B)  On Goal #2, that at least 90 percent of13

all students graduate from high school, the high school14

dropout rate has increased in 10 States.15

(C)  On Goal #6, that every adult will be16

literate and prepared to compete in the global economy and17

exercise the rights of citizenship, lower percentages of18

students are enrolling in college immediately after high19

school in 11 States.20

(D)  On Goal #7, that every school in the21

United States will be free of drugs, violence, and the22

unauthorized presence of firearms and alcohol—23
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(i)  student use of marijuana has1

increased in 16 States;2

(ii)  the percentage of students who3

report that drugs are available on school property has4

increased in 15 States; and5

(iii )  the percentage of public school6

teachers reporting that student disruptions in class7

interfere with their teaching has increased in 37 States.8

(8)  The continued pursuit of these Goals is9

necessary to ensure continued, and more evenly distributed,10

progress across our Nation.11

(9)  Federal programs and policies have12

contributed to States' ability to offer high-quality13

education to all students and have helped States to14

implement reforms intended to raise the achievement level15

of every child.16

(10)  Even though all the Goals have not been17

reached, nor accomplished to equal degrees, there is a18

continued need to reaffirm these Goals as a benchmark to19

which all students can strive and attain.20

(b)  AMERICA'S EDUCATION GOALS.   The ESEA is further21

amended by inserting immediately after section 2 (as added22

by section 2 of the bill) the following new section:23
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"AMERICA'S EDUCATION GOALS1

"SEC. 3. (a )  PURPOSE.   It is the purpose of this2

section to—3

"(1)  set forth a common set of national goals4

for the education of our Nation's students that the Federal5

Government and  all States and local communities will work6

to achieve;7

"(2)  identify the Nation's highest education8

priorities related to preparing students for responsible9

citizenship, further learning, and  the technological,10

scientific, and economic challenges of the 21st century;11

and12

"(3)  establish a framework for educational13

excellence at the national, State, and local levels.14

"(b)  AMERICA'S EDUCATION GOALS.   The Congress15

declares that America's Education Goals are the following:16

"(1)  SCHOOL READINESS. —(A)  All children in17

America will start school ready to learn.18

        "(B)  The objectives for this goal are that—19

"(i)  all children will have access to20

high-quality, and developmentally appropriate, preschool21

programs that help prepare children for school;22

"(ii )  every parent in the United23

States will be a child's first teacher, and devote time24
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each day to helping his or her preschool child learn, and1

parents will have access to the training and support they2

need; and3

"(iii )  children will receive the4

nutrition, physical activity, and health care needed to5

arrive at school with healthy minds and bodies, and to6

maintain the mental alertness necessary to be prepared to7

learn, and the number of low- birthweight babies will be8

significantly reduced through enhanced prenatal health9

systems.10

"(2)  SCHOOL COMPLETION. —(A)  The high school11

graduation rate will increase to at least 90 percent.12

"(B)  The objectives for this goal are that—13

"(i)  the Nation will dramatically14

reduce its school dropout rate, and 75 percent of the15

students who do drop out will successfully complete a high16

school degree or its equivalent; and17

"(ii )  the gap in high school18

graduation rates between American students from minority19

backgrounds and their non-minority counterparts will be20

eliminated.21

"(3)  STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT AND CITIZENSHIP. —(A)22

All students will leave grades 4, 8, and 12 having23

demonstrated competency over challenging subject matter24
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including English, mathematics, science, foreign languages,1

civics and government, economics, arts, history, and2

geography, and every school in America will ensure that all3

students learn to use their minds well, so they may be4

prepared for responsible citizenship, further learning, and5

productive employment in our Nation's modern economy.6

"(B)  The objectives for this goal are that—7

"(i)  the academic performance of all8

students at the elementary and secondary level will9

increase significantly in every quartile, and the10

distribution of minority students in each quartile will11

more closely reflect the student population as a whole;12

"(ii )  the percentage of all students13

who demonstrate the ability to reason, solve problems,14

apply knowledge, and write and communicate effectively will15

increase substantially;16

"(iii )  all students will be involved17

in activities that promote and demonstrate good18

citizenship, good health, community service, and personal19

responsibility;20

"(iv )  all students will have access to21

physical education and health education to ensure they are22

healthy and fit;23
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"(v)  the percentage of all students1

who are competent in more than one language will2

substantially increase; and3

"(vi )  all students will be4

knowledgeable about the diverse cultural heritage of this5

Nation and about the world community.6

"(4)  TEACHER EDUCATION AND PROFESSIONAL7

DEVELOPMENT .—(A)  The Nation's teaching force will have8

access to programs for the continued improvement of its9

professional skills and the opportunity to acquire the10

knowledge and skills needed to instruct and prepare all11

American students for the next century.12

"(B)  The objectives for this goal are that—13

"(i)  all teachers will have access to14

preservice teacher education and continuing professional15

development activities that will provide such teachers with16

the knowledge and skills needed to teach to an increasingly17

diverse student population with a variety of educational,18

social, and health needs;19

"(ii )  all teachers will have20

continuing opportunities to acquire additional knowledge21

and skills needed to teach challenging subject matter and22

to use emerging new methods, forms of assessment, and23

technologies;24
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"(iii )  States and school districts1

will create integrated strategies to attract, recruit,2

prepare, retrain, and support the continued professional3

development of teachers, administrators, and other4

educators, so that there is a highly talented work force of5

professional educators to teach challenging subject matter;6

and7

"(iv )  partnerships will be8

established, whenever possible, among local educational9

agencies, institutions of higher education, parents, and10

local labor, business, and professional associations to11

provide and support programs for the professional12

development of educators.13

"(5)  MATHEMATICS AND SCIENCE. —(A)  United States14

students will be first in the world in mathematics and15

science achievement.16

"(B)  The objectives for this goal are that—17

"(i)  mathematics and science18

education, including the metric system of measurement, will19

be strengthened throughout the education system, especially20

in the early grades;21

"(ii )  the number of teachers with a22

substantive background in mathematics and science,23
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including the metric system of measurement, will increase;1

and2

"(iii )  the number of United States3

undergraduate and graduate students, especially women and4

minorities, who complete degrees in mathematics, science,5

and engineering will increase significantly.6

"(6)  ADULT LITERACY AND LIFELONG LEARNING. —(A)7

Every adult American will be literate and will possess the8

knowledge and skills necessary to compete in a global9

economy and exercise the rights and responsibilities of10

citizenship.11

"(B)  The objectives for this goal are that—12

"(i)  every major American business13

will be involved in strengthening the connection between14

education and work;15

"(ii )  all workers will have the16

opportunity to acquire the knowledge and skills, from basic17

to highly technical, needed to adapt to emerging new18

technologies, work methods, and markets through public and19

private educational, vocational, technical, workplace, or20

other programs;21

"(iii )  the number of high -quality22

programs, including those at libraries, that are designed23

to serve more effectively the needs of the growing number24
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of part-time and midcareer students will increase1

substantially;2

"(iv )  the proportion of qualified3

students, especially minorities, who enter college, who4

complete at least two years, and who complete their degree5

programs will increase substantially;6

"(v)  the proportion of college7

graduates who demonstrate an advanced ability to think8

critically, communicate effectively, and solve problems9

will increase substantially; and10

"(vi )  schools, in implementing11

comprehensive parent involvement programs, will offer more12

adult literacy, parent training and life-long learning13

opportunities to improve the ties between home and school,14

and enhance parents' work and home lives.15

"(7)  SAFE, DISCIPLINED, AND ALCOHOL- AND DRUG-16

FREE SCHOOLS. —(A)  Every school in the United States will17

be free of drugs, violence, and the unauthorized presence18

of firearms and alcohol, and will offer a disciplined19

environment conducive to learning.20

"(B)  The objectives for this goal are that—21

          "(i)  every school will implement a22

firm and fair policy on use, possession, and distribution23

of drugs and alcohol;24
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"(ii)  parents, businesses, and1

governmental and community organizations will work together2

to ensure the rights of students to study in a safe and3

secure environment that is free of drugs and crime, and4

that schools provide a healthy environment and a safe haven5

for all children;6

"(iii )  every local educational agency7

will develop and implement a policy to ensure that all8

schools are free of violence and the unauthorized presence9

of weapons;10

"(iv )  every local educational agency11

will develop a sequential, comprehensive kindergarten12

through twelfth grade drug and alcohol prevention education13

program;14

"(v)  drug and alcohol curriculum will15

be taught as an integral part of sequential, comprehensive16

health education;17

"(vi )  community-based teams will be18

organized to provide students and teachers with needed19

support; and20

"(vii )  every school will  work to21

eliminate sexual harassment.22

"(8)  PARENTAL PARTICIPATION. —(A) Every school23

will promote partnerships that will increase parental24
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involvement and participation in promoting the social,1

emotional, and academic growth of children.2

"(B)  The objectives for this Goal are that—3

"(i)  every State will develop policies4

to assist local schools and local educational agencies to5

establish programs for increasing partnerships that respond6

to the varying needs of parents and the home, including7

parents of children who are disadvantaged, limited English8

proficient, or have disabilities;9

          "(ii )  every school will actively10

engage parents and families in a partnership that supports11

the academic work of children at home and shared12

educational decisionmaking at school; and13

"(iii )  parents and families will help14

to ensure that schools are adequately supported and will15

hold schools and teachers to high standards of16

accountability.".17

18

TRANSITION19

SEC. 4. (a )  ACTIONS OF THE SECRETARY.   The Secretary20

shall take such steps as the Secretary determines to be21

appropriate to provide for the orderly transition of22

programs and activities under the ESEA, as amended by the23

Educational Excellence for All Children Act of 1999, from24
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programs and activities under the ESEA, as it was in effect1

the date before the date of enactment of this Act.2

(b)  ACTIONS OF FUNDING RECIPIENTS.   A recipient3

of funds under the ESEA, as it was in effect the date4

before the date of enactment of this Act , may use such5

funds to carry out necessary and reasonable planning and6

transition activities in order to ensure a smooth7

implementation of programs and activities under the ESEA,8

as amended by this Act.9

10

EFFECTIVE DATES11

SEC. 5.  The provisions of this Act shall take effect12

on July 1, 2000, except that—13

(1)  those amendments that pertain to14

programs under the ESEA that are conducted by the Secretary15

on a competitive basis, and the amendments made by title16

VIII of this Act, shall take effect with respect to17

appropriations for use under those programs for fiscal year18

2001 and subsequent fiscal years; and19

(2)  section 4 of this Act shall take effect20

upon enactment.21


